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Youâ€™re one of millions of immigrants leaving your home in the early 1900s to move to the United

States. Youâ€™re searching for a better life. Ellis Island, near New York City, is your first stop in

your search for opportunity and freedom. Officials on the island have been processing immigrants

there for decades, but not everyone gets through. If you pass the tests, youâ€™re on your way to a

new life in the United States. If you donâ€™t, you may find yourself being sent back to your

homeland. Â What path will you take? Will you: Be a Jewish youth leaving the violence of Russia in

hopes of a better life in America? Be an Italian teen who lands at Ellis Island during World War I? A

German immigrant who faces deportation? Everything in this book happened to real people. And

YOU CHOOSE what you do next. The choices you make could lead you to opportunity, to wealth, to

poverty, or even to death.
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History can take many paths and these entries in the You Choose: History series prove just that.

After a brief introduction to the time period, the books use a â€œChoose Your Own

Adventureâ€•â€“style format that follows three fictional young people through historical ups and



downsâ€”including, sometimes, death. Complemented by archival photographs and reproductions,

the brisk text highlights key events, people, and places. Ellis Island looks at discrimination and how

immigrants were processed through a Russian Jewish girl in the early 1900s, an Italian boy during

WWI, and a German immigrant facing deportation after WWI. Each title concludes with a chapter

about the time periodâ€™s legacy and extensive back matter to encourage further exploration.

Grades 3-6. --Angela Leeper

Michael Burgan has written numerous books for children and young adults during his nearly 20

years as a freelance writer. Many of his books have focused on U.S. history, geography, and the

lives of world leaders. He has also written fiction and adapted classic novels. Michael has won

several awards for his writing, and his graphic novel version of the classic tale Frankenstein (Stone

Arch Books) was a Junior Library Guild selection.Â  Michael has also worked as an editor at Weekly

Reader, the classroom news magazine used in schools across the United States. Michael

graduated from the University of Connecticut with a bachelorâ€™s degree in history. When not

writing for kids, he enjoys writing plays, and his works have been staged across the United States.

He lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico, with his cat, Callie.

Choose your own way the story progresses in so much fun --- my grandsons like this book!

I was so excited to find this book. Our history unit has a section on Ellis Island. This book will give

students an opportunity to bring history to life.

I bought this for my grandchild who lives in another state and had it shipped directly to her. So I did

not see it myself. However she reported that she enjoyed it. She had been doing a project on Ellis

Island for her studies and it helped.

These books are very interesting and fun. My teens have enjoyed reading this series.

My 4th graders LOVE these "You Choose" books! I have a wait list on these books for students to

read them after one another!

Great book I need another interactive history I loved this book a lot of kids at my school read these

amazing
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